
                        Teaching Notes
                                 God’s Answers to Prayer

Four ways God answers our prayers:
First: God says “_________” when our request is not in His will or is not in our
best interest.

2 Samuel 12:15 After Nathan returned to his home, the LORD made Bathsheba's
baby deathly ill. 16 David begged God to spare the child. He went without food
and lay all night on the bare ground.  …  22 David replied, "I fasted and wept while
the child was alive, for I said, 'Perhaps the LORD will be gracious to me and let the
child live.' 23 But why should I fast when he is dead? Can I bring him back again? I
will go to him one day, but he cannot return to me."

Matt. 26:36-39  “Then Jesus brought them to an olive grove called Gethsemane,
and  he  said,  "Sit  here  while  I  go  on  ahead  to  pray."  37  He  took  Peter  and
Zebedee's two sons, James and John, and he began to be filled with anguish and
deep distress. 38 He told them, "My soul is crushed with grief to the point of
death. Stay here and watch with me." 39 He went on a little farther and fell face
down on the ground, praying, "My Father! If it is possible, let this cup of suffering
be taken away from me. Yet I want your will, not mine."

Second: God says “_____________” when our request is within His will, but not
His time.

Gen. 15:2-6; 21:2  But Abram replied, "O Sovereign LORD, what good are all your
blessings  when I  don't  even have a  son?  Since I  don't  have  a  son,  Eliezer  of
Damascus, a servant in my household, will inherit all my wealth. 3 You have given
me no children, so one of my servants will have to be my heir." 4 Then the LORD
said to him, "No, your servant will not be your heir, for you will have a son of your
own to inherit  everything I  am giving you."  5 Then the LORD brought  Abram
outside beneath the night sky and told him, "Look up into the heavens and count
the stars if you can. Your descendants will be like that-- too many to count!"

21:2 Sarah became pregnant, and she gave a son to Abraham in his old age. It all
happened at the time God had said it would.

John 11:3,6,14-15,17,43-44

Third: God says “_____________” when there is something we need to learn or
our motives are wrong.

NLT 2 Kings 5:1-14   

James 4:3   And even when you do ask, you don't get it because your whole 
motive is wrong-- you want only what will give you pleasure.

Fourth: God says “________” when our request, timing, and spiritual condition
are right.

Acts 12:5-7,11-17 But while Peter was in prison, the church prayed very earnestly
for  him.  6  The  night  before  Peter  was  to  be  placed  on  trial,  he  was  asleep,
chained between two soldiers, with others standing guard at the prison gate. 7
Suddenly,  there was a bright light in the cell,  and an angel of  the Lord stood
before Peter. The angel tapped him on the side to awaken him and said, "Quick!
Get up!" And the chains fell off his wrists.

11 Peter finally realized what had happened. "It's really true!" he said to himself.
"The Lord has sent his angel and saved me from Herod and from what the Jews
were hoping to do to me!" 12 After a little thought, he went to the home of Mary,
the mother of John Mark, where many were gathered for prayer. 13 He knocked
at the door in the gate, and a servant girl named Rhoda came to open it. 14 When
she recognized Peter's voice, she was so overjoyed that, instead of opening the
door, she ran back inside and told everyone, "Peter is standing at the door!" 15
"You're out of your mind," they said. When she insisted, they decided, "It must be
his angel." 16 Meanwhile, Peter continued knocking. When they finally went out
and opened the door,  they were amazed.  17 He motioned for  them to quiet
down and told them what had happened and how the Lord had led him out of
jail. "Tell James and the other brothers what happened," he said. And then he
went to another place.

Sometimes God’s answers can be a real __________________________.  
John 5:1-9 (NLT)   1 Afterward Jesus returned to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish
holy days. 2 Inside the city, near the Sheep Gate, was the pool of Bethesda, with
five covered porches. 3 Crowds of sick people—blind, lame, or paralyzed—lay on
the porches.  5 One of the men lying there had been sick for thirty-eight years.
6 When Jesus saw him and knew he had been ill for a long time, he asked him,
“Would you like to get well?” 7 “I can’t, sir,” the sick man said, “for I have no one
to put me into the pool when the water bubbles up. Someone else always gets
there ahead of me.”  8 Jesus told him, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk!”
9 Instantly, the man was healed! He rolled up his sleeping mat and began walking

Homework: 
 Are there walls of hurt, anger, or distrust, between me and God  that have

resulted in a “no,” “slow,” or “grow”?
 Do I  __________________   ___________________ that God has my best

interests in mind?


